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We have some very busy weeks ahead of us, with many of 
our staff ï teachers and SSOs, attending training and 
development to further expand their knowledge and 
understanding of intervention programmes, approaches to 
learning, working with young people, SACE, career 
pathways, leadership and wellbeing. This is an important 
part of our work and essential to providing quality learning 
for our students. It is also evidence of the extra miles that 
our staff members are prepared to go to, to develop 
themselves professionally. 
 

On Sunday I attended the Cowell Early Childhood Centreôs 
50th Anniversary celebrations. It was terrific to see such a 
large turnout of past staff and students, coming together to 
catch up, look around at the centre and share stories. Well 
done to Jacqui, the staff and parents who organised the 
celebrations. 
 

Iôm really excited to be attending the Star Party, hosted by 
Mr Rogersô Year 5/6 class tonight. The party is a world 
record attempt coordinated by the ABC and Australian 
National University, at having the most people stargazing 
across multiple venues. Those who attend will be required 
to stargaze at the moon through a telescope or binoculars 
for a 10 minute period simultaneously across multiple sites 
across Australia. The current World Record, set in 2015, 
stands at 7,960 people across 37 locations.  So come 
along and join us ïcheck out our event on our Facebook 
page to register (BYO telescope or binoculars). 
 
National Volunteer Week 
This week is National Volunteer week, which gives us the 
opportunity to say óthank youô to the many amazing 
volunteers who donate their time, energy and enthusiasm 
to helping out in our school. We have a range of people 
from across our community who volunteer their time to a 
variety of activities and programmes, including listening to 
children read, mentoring, assisting with camps and 
excursions, coaching, driving buses, attending working 
bees, helping in the library, Breakfast club and becoming 
part of a group or committee like Governing Council or 
Parents and Friends. Without the contributions of these 
people, it would be very difficult to support our students the 
way we do and provide all of the opportunities that exist for 
them. Working with volunteers can help our students 
develop a love for learning, discover new interests and 
gain real life experiences that help build their confidence 
and self-worth. Volunteering is also of great benefit to 
volunteers, and can be a great way to learn new skills, 
build confidence, gain valuable work experience, meet 
new people, provide a positive role model for children, 
improve mental health and have FUN!!!!  
 

To show our appreciation, we would like to invite all of 
our volunteers to join us for morning tea this Thursday 
at 10:30 in the library. 
 
NAPLAN  
Last week our Year 3, 5, 7 and 9 students participated in 
the NAPLAN tests and we would like to congratulate them 
on the way they approached the tests. Testing can often 
be a daunting experience, however they all adopted a 
positive mindset and completed them to the best of their 
abilities. Schools and parents will be informed later in the 
year about the progress the students have made in their 
Literacy and Numeracy learning. 

FROM THE LEADERSHIP TEAM  Walk Safely to School Day 
Well done to all of the students, staff and parents who walked 
to school last Friday. It was great to see so many people out 
enjoying a walk to school on such a beautiful day. Thank you 
to Maria Papillo and Roanna Frost who, on behalf of Parents 
and Friends, coordinated the meeting places and supervising 
adults, and a big thank you to those mums who volunteered 
their time to walk with our students. 
 
Governing Council Raffle Roster 
Each Saturday night the Governing council runs the raffle at 
the Commercial Hotel as one of their major fundraisers. It is 
getting more and more difficult to fill the roster and the 
Governing council is seeking assistance from the parent body 
in filling the roster. If you are able to donate 1 hour of your time 
on a Saturday night to help out with the raffle, please contact 
Erin King, chairperson of the Governing Council. 
 
 

DATES TO REMEMBERDATES TO REMEMBERDATES TO REMEMBER   
TERM 2 

 

WEEK 4 23/5 - Star Party 
 

  24/5 - Volunteers Morning Tea in Library 10:30 
 

  25/5 - Yrs 9-12 Career Expo in Pt. Lincoln  
 

WEEK 5 28-31/5 - SAPSASA Football/Netball Adelaide 
 

  30/5 - Spaghetti Bolognese Lunch 
 

   - Governing Council 
 

WEEK 6 6-8/6 - Yr 3/4 Camp to Errappa 
 

  6/6 - Whole School Assembly, 11:50am at  
      Institute 
 

WEEK 7 11/6 - Public Holiday 
 

  13/6 - Immunisations Yr 11/12 & Yr 8 
 

  14/6 - Yr 8/9 9 A Side Football in Cleve 
 

WEEK 8 19/6 - School Photo Day 
 

WEEK 9 27/6 - Governing Council 
 

WEEK 10 6/7 - Last day of term 2  

       a! ̧

   23/5¸Dykoda Greig 

   23/5¸Sophia Lewis-Couzner 

26/5¸Mia Hodgins  29/5¸Willow Cook 



SCHOOL NEWS  

Catch Up with a Cowell Kid 
 

Due to NAPLAN last week, I was unable to catch up with any of 
our students, but this week caught up with some of our Year 2/3 
students ï Maddison, Emmersyn, Chase and Kalan. 
 

We started by talking about the best part of school for each of 
the students. Kalanôs favourite parts of school are PE, Science 
and D and T, because you get to make stuff and if you donôt 
know what things are made of, you can work it out. Chase really 
likes Swimming Carnival and Sports Day because he likes 
exercising his muscles, Emmersyn enjoys Health, PE and 
spelling because there are fun games where you try new things 
and they use Kimochis, Maddison likes Health because 
Kimochis are fun and they make you happy. 
 

Their ambitions for the future provided me with some insights 
into their personalities. Maddison would like to be a hairdresser 
because she likes to make designs, Emmersyn sees herself 
becoming an Artist, because she likes to create lots of different 
pictures / colour, Kalan would like to be a Zookeeper because 
heôs been around animals all of his life, and Chase has 
ambitions to do 2 things (because mum and dad said he needed 
to do more)  be a farmer and footy player. Well he wants to play 
for Cowell but barrack for the Crows. 
 

Next we talked about what they would like to learn more about. 
Kalan, Maddison and Emmersyn all agreed that they would like 
to learn more about Home Ec, because then you could help out 
at home and do more for yourself. ñWe see photos of big kids 
cooking and it makes us sad that we donôtò. They thought 
starting early would help out in Year 8 and 9. Chase would like 
to learn more about games ( I see a theme here) and thought 
they should have PE until recess. 
 

When it came to things that would improve school, they mostly 
focussed on activities for break times, citing a ôlittle versionô of 
the round swing, being allowed on the monkey bars, more 
things outside in the sandpit and things for people who just sit 
and talk to do, like boardgames. 
 

Finally, I asked the students what makes a good learner. Chase 
said that paying attention was important, Kalan thought that 
listening and not fiddling would help, Emmersyn said that always 
having a go and learning from your mistakes helps you learn, 
and Maddison believes that not having things like toys to distract 
you was very important 
 

I loved catching up with this energetic group and enjoyed 
listening to their insights into our school and learning. Next week 
éYear 3/4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tired of one -word answers when you ask your child, 

òHow was your day at school?ó Talking with your child 

about his/her school day is important. Try some of 

these questions or comments to delve a little deeper:  

 

1. Best and worst: What was the best part of your 

day? What was the worst?  

2. Tell me something that made you laugh today.  

3. What is the coolest place at school?  

4. If you got to choose, who would you want to sit next 

to in your class? Why?  

5. Tell me a weird word you heard today.  

6. How did you help someone today?  

7. How did someone help you today?  

8. When were you happiest today?  

9. When were you bored today?  

10. Tell me about one thing you learned today.  

11. What do you think you should do more or learn more 

about at school?  

12. Who would you like to play with at recess who youõve 

never played with before?  

13. Where do you play the most at recess? How come?  

14. What was your favourite part of lunch?  

15. Who is the funniest person in your class? What 

makes him/her so funny?  

16. Who in your class do you think you could be a little 

nicer to?  

17. If your day at school was a movie, what movie would 

it be?  

18. If you got to be the teacher tomorrow, what would 

you do? 

 
Reproduced from Kayla Marston, M.Ed.  

COUNSELLOR NEWS  



SCHOOL NEWS  

Year 10 History ð The Vietnam War and a 

Visit by Max Grund  

Last Friday the Year 10 class had a guest speaker come 

in to share some stories about the Vietnam War. 

Vietnam veteran, Mr. Max Grund enlightened the 

students with his interesting experiences while carrying 

out his national service in the Vietnam War from 1968 -

1969. He trained in Australia as an infantry soldier for 10 

weeks for the 9 th Battalion. After training, he began his 

journey to Vietnam on the Aircraft Carrier HMAS Sydney. 

The ship journeyed east through the great Australian 

Bite, and then north along Western Australian coast and 

north through the Indonesian islands to Vietnam. His first 

assignment was called a ôcoordinate searchõ and this 

involved the 9 th Battalion surrounding a village and then 

proceeding to search for the Viet Cong in buildings and 

huts. In total he served 9 months in what was mostly a 

land and aerial war. Troops were dispatched on the 

fields by helicopters. When Max was not living in a 

military camp, he lived in shelters made from sand bag 

walls and canvas roofs. The troops were subject to 

monsoonal weather for the first 6 months, until the dry 

season came through. They suffered from blisters, tinea 

and were attacked by leeches and ticks. Max reported 

that the mateship was one of the most memorable 

aspects of his service, 50 years ago. He said that friends 

relied on one another ôheavilyõ.  

At the moment, our Year 10 class has created a display 

that is at the Cowell RSL. The RSL is open on Monday 

and Thursday afternoons, from 1pm until 4pm and 

people are invited to visit. We encourage people to visit 

as the RSL has many things of interest that help highlight 

our commitment to not only the Vietnam War, but other 

wars too. It also helps people appreciate Cowellõs 

history and Australian history.  

The Year 10 class will offer times when they will be 

present to talk about their display and do some story 

telling sessions with younger students, please look out 

for more information about this on Cowell Area Schoolõs 

Facebook page.  

Written by Matthew Oldfield, Year 10  

 

SCHOOL NEWS  

 

Whole School Assembly  

Wednesday 6th June  

11:50 am @ the Institute  

Run by the Year 7 class  

We look forward to seeing you there.  

 

Spaghetti Bolognaise Day  

  Wednesday 30th May  

Order forms  have been sent home, spare 

copies available from the front office.  

        Orders due back to school                          

    Monday the 28th of May  

      Profits to Middle School Canberra Camp  



LIBRARY NEWS  

 

COMMUNITY NEWS  

Term 2 Library Times  
 

Mon, Wed & Thurs  8.30am ð4pm  
 

Tuesday    8.30am ð3.30pm  
 

Friday    9amð4pm  

New this Week!  
 

Childrenõs Picture Books 
Rhyme crime by Jon Burgerman 
Brothers from a different mother by Phillip Gwynne 
Whatõs at the end of this piece of rope by Tania Cox 
The very noisy baby by Alison Lester 
This is a ball by Beck & Matt Stanton 
 

Childrenõs Fiction 
Marsh & me by Martine Murray 
Wings of fire book 1 by Tui T Sutherland 
5 min adventure stories for Minecrafters by Greyson Mann 
 

Teen Fiction 
Because of you by Pip Harry 
In the dark spaces by Cally Black 
 

Adult Fiction  
Death of an honest man by MC Beaton 
Before I let you go by Kelly Rimmer 
The fallen by David Baldacci 
Paris by the book by Liam Callanan 
The Ruin by Dervla McTiernan 
 

Adult Non Fiction  
Dogs with jobs ny Laura Greaves 
The busy mumõs guide to weight loss by Rhian Allen 
 

DVDs 
Coco (PG) 
Daddyõs home 1 & 2 (M) 
Downsizing (M) 

Community Connections  
   

Book chat & Cuppa  
Next meeting: Thurs 7th June @ 10.30am 

 

Creative Writersü Group 
Next meeting: Wed 6th June @ 5.30pm 

 

Homework Club  
Monday & Thursday afternoons 
3.30 - 4.00pm in the Library 

There is a teacher on duty to help with 
homework and we have snacks too! 

 
Digital Literacy Sessions  

Next sessions:  
 

Using your iPad -  
Tuesday 5th June @ 5pm 

 

Learning about  the internet -  
Tuesday 19th June @ 5pm 

 

RSVP - Essential for all digital sessions 

 



NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING 
All newsletter advertisements need to be in to Kylie 

by 3:30pm on Mondays prior to publication the 

following Wednesday.  Articles can be emailed to;  

Kylie.McFarlane536@schools.sa.edu.au 

COMMUNITY NEWS  

AUSTRALIAôS BIGGGEST MORNING TEA 
Marg Winen will again be hosting Australiaôs Biggest Morning 
Tea at 10am on Thursday 24th May, 4 Lincoln Highway, raising 
funds for the Cancer Council.  All welcome. 

 
AUSTRALIAôS BIGGEST MORNING TEA  
COWELL IGA FRESH 
Thursday 31st May and Friday 1st June 
Trading table and raffle, all day or until sold out. 
This event has been held since 2000 and has raised over 
$23,000-. 

 
COWELL INTER-CHURCH COUNCIL (C.I.C) 
Annual General Meeting, Wednesday 30th May 3.30pm in 
the C.A.S. Meeting room.  (Election of office bearers). 
 

COWELL MENTAL HEALTH GROUP 

A get together has been scheduled to start the forming of a 
Mental Health group in Cowell (similar to what our surrounding 
towns have) to discuss what our community would like to see 
from a group like this, and what we can work towards for our 
community and itôs mental health.  

This is for young and old, men and women and everyone in 
between. A group that can work towards funding to bring in 
workshops, events, speakers, information, awareness, 
strategies and more.  

If you would like to be involved or to find out what we can work 
towards please come to the community meeting and show your 
support for the beginning of a group needed within our 
community. If you canôt make it on the night but are interested 
please let me know, Jasmin 0427 527 646.  

Commercial Hotel (old dining room), Tuesday 5th June 6:30pm 
(if you would like to order tea please do as itôs a casual get 

together to discuss the next step). 

 

COWELL FOOTBALL CLUB 

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 

Kimba Football Club are trying to organise an U15 Girlôs 
Football Match after the óAô Grade on Saturday 2nd June.  All 
girls aged 10 to 15 years who would be interested in playing, 
please contact Darren Hunt on 0428 274 045 as soon as 
possible.  

 

COWELL SWIMMING CLUB AGM 

Tuesday 26th June, 7pm in the Cowell Community Library. 

All positions will be up for election.  Enquiries to Sandy 
McFarlane 0417 817 072 or Maria Papillo 0408 396 110. 

All welcome and encouraged to attend. 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS  

Expression of Interest  

W e  a r e  s e e k i n g 

expressions of interest 

from individuals who 

might be interested in 

commencing Individual Support Certificate III in Aged 

Care.  

TAFE are offering two modules at $20.00 each and will 

look to offer further units to work towards completing 

a full qualification.  

Please express your interest by contacting Ruth 

Franklin, NDIS Project Manager, West Coast Homecare 

on 0427 292 510 by Thursday 24th May.  


